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Supporting 
New Liberal 
Leader 


By Laurie Blakeman 


I need you to do something for 
me and I need you to do it now. 


I am supporting Kevin Taft for 
the leadership of the Alberta 
Liberal Party and I am asking 
you to support me, and all my 
efforts on behalf of the GLBT 
community, by supporting him. 
I think Kevin has 
what it takes to be a 
brilliant leader of the 
Official Opposition 
and further, that he 
has what it takes to 
mobilize Albertans 
to remove Premier 
Klein from his 
throne. In order to 
do either of these 
two things, he has to 
win the provincial Leadership 
race. And that means that he 
sells the most memberships and 
gets the most votes. 


Time is of the essence. March 8 
at 4:00pm is the cut off to 
purchase a membership to 
qualify you to vote in the March 
27" telephone vote. Please go to 
www.albertaliberal.com and you 
can buy your membership on 
line using a credit card. 


I’ve been writing for Times.10 
for almost 8 years, since I got 
elected in March 1997, and this 
is the first time I’ve been overtly 


partisan. This may bug some of 
you, but read on and let me explain 
why I’masking you to get political 
now. Its Politics 101. 


In Calgary during the last federal 
election, a group of GLBT folks 
came together to work on a 
campaign for Joe Clark. And most 
people credit this rainbow coalition 
with winning the seat for him 
against his opponent. The Gay 
community gained credibility as a 
campaign force and voting block, 
and Joe Clark got pay back for 
having spoken up in favor of gay 
rights in Parliament. 


I take a lot of flack for being gay 
positive and especially for 
continuing to speak out on 
GLBT issues in the Alberta 
Legislature. That’s okay - 
Pll take the flack because I 
believe in equality andI take 
these actions because I 
believe. For me it is the 
right thing to do. My Liberal 
colleagues have stood 
behind me and my issues 
and Kevin Taft in particular, 
has supported me supporting this 
community. AndI will support him. 
Part of my support for him is to bring 
in the GLBT vote for him. 


Politics 101. I don’t want to sit in 
Opposition forever. I want to be in 
government and I wantto make change 
happen. Help me to get there by 
helping Kevin Taft become leader of 
the Alberta Liberals, and then...the 
province. 


So, please go the Alberta Liberal 
website, purchaseamemberships and 
vote for Kevin Taft on March 27". 
And send me an email and let me 
know that you did - so I can boast 
about how this community came 
through! 


Times.10 Magazine 3 


Studied to Death; Refusing to Die - i J 


Robert Wm Smith EDMONTON 


HIV Edmonton 


In September 2000, I wrote an article called “Who’s Closet is it Anyway? “What is a ‘closet’ and what are they used for? ” The article dealt 
primarily with married men living in fear of someone discovering their desire to be emotionally, psychologically and sexually involved with men. 
It was an attempt to bring some focus to the impact on the families of closeted married males and the homophobia, both external and internal, 
which drives their activities. 


I want to revisit some of these points and apply them more broadly to all ages gays/lesbian/bisexual (GLB) girls, boys, women and men living 
in fear. Generally, homophobia takes a massive toll on human emotion and on human compassion. The list of studies conducted on the impact 
of homophobia in society could fill the average Times. 10 publication, three columns, single spaced in 7pt font. Homophobia has been studied 
to death but it refuses to die. 


Homophobia has economic and more importantly human and social costs as well. Gens Hellquist and the Gay and Lesbian Health Services of 
Saskatoon commissioned two studies on “The Cost of Homophobia” and “The Human Cost of Homophobia” in an attempt to put some real 
life perspective on a tragic reality faced by anyone who is attracted to the same sex, their families, their communities, and their country. In the 
“The Cost of Homophobia ”, Christopher Banks of the Community - University Institute for Social Research at the University of Saskatchewan, 
estimates the breakdown of costs due to health and social factors caused by homophobia from 1997 to 2000 as follows: (These estimates are 
based on an elaborate set of formulae systematically established for this study.) 


Health or Social Issue Year Estimated Low Estimate High Estimate 
Suicide 1997 $695,000,000 $823,000,000 
Smoking 1999 $281,000,000 $623,000,000 
Alcohol Abuse 2000 $285,000,000 $4, 139,000,000 
Illicit Drug Use 2000 $119,000,0001 $22 1,000,000 
Depression 2000 $543 ,000,000 $2,289,000,000 


These are alarming figures and to the average person, would seem extremely inflated. But the logic employed in putting them together 
cannot be ignored, nor can the premise. 


In, August, 2003, Hellquist and The Community — University Institute for Social Research published another study called “The Human 
Cost of Homophobia: Literature Review on the Human Impact of Homophobia in Canada”. This paper delves further into the research 
already done in Canada on homophobia and calculates the cost in human lives under many of the same categories used in the previous 
work. 


Health and Social Issue Year Estimated Number of Deaths 
Low Estimate High Estimate 
Suicide 1997 818 968 
Smoking 1999 1232 2599 
Alcohol Abuse 2000 236 1843 
Illicit Drug Use 2000 64 74 


In both cases the formula that drives the figures is based on estimates of homosexual and bisexual persons in each of the categories. For 
example, and based on many limiting factors in determining accurate information, such as very conservative estimated GLB populations of 
1% to more realistic 8-10% of general population, and the fact that many, many of our population are still too entrenched in their own fear 
even when contemplating suicide to divulge their true sexuality: 


GLB folk are 

2.15 times more likely to be depressed, 

2.6 times more likely to use illicit drugs, 

1.7 times more likely to abuse alcohol (variant in 7 studies), 
and 1.6 times more likely to die from smoking. 


And that is simply a tip of the science of assessing homophobia. Not taken into account is the amount of energy, time and resources 
expended by the naysayers who extol the virtues of conformist family theory over any other form of co-existence. The idiomatic 
flow of Christian fundamentalist philosophy determines that mom, dad, the kids and Christ on the cross are the components of 
the natural flow of human evolution, and hellfire and brimstone the reward of any who are (un)naturally disposed to anything 
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different. Other religions have 
varying degrees of the same 
conformity based on their 
theological principles. In all 
cases, political and social will 
follow closely the dictates of 
these majorities. 


Also not taken into account 
are the myriad of mental and 
physical health issues that are 
a direct result of the anxiety 
and self-loathing of 
homophobia. HIV has long 
been held as a disease that is 
greatly impacted by 
homophobia. Self-loathing 
and worthlessness are primary 
factors in decisions made that 
affect our health. Some 
studies suggest that the rise in 
HIV in gay/bisexual/MSM 
can be linked is some cases to 
internalized homophobia. 


What is the impact on our 
youth of the Canadian 
governments changing 
disposition toward same-sex 
marriage? Whatis the impact 
of President George W. 
Bush’s recent proposal to 
change the US constitution in 
favour of a heterosexual 
definition of marriage? The 
climate surrounding equal 
recognition under the law for 
GLB folk has been 
acrimonious and derisive. 
One cannot underestimate the 
damage this climate has on 
our population. Using the 
categories in the studies cited 
above, it has to be recognized 
that increases in substance 
abuse, depression, mental 
illness and suicide will 
ultimately be realized. 


We all remember with way 
too much clarity the hell we 
experienced in admitting 
publicly who we are. We all 
remember the agony we 
experienced when deciding if 
we would just run away or 
actually take a stand and go 
for broke. Far too many ofus 


remember the ostracism and 
resulting loneliness of 
coming out of our families 
and peers. It doesn’t have 
to be like this. As members 
of the human family we 
shouldbe able to expect that 
life will be somewhat easier 
to live; but, that is not our 
reality. 


Our youth get bullied and 
beaten up in schools and on 
the street, our adults 
experience job insecurity 
and sometimes job loss and 
are beaten in the streets. Our 
communities are denied the 
necessary support and 
funding needed to take care 
of our own. Our country is 
denied the amazing potential 
of an estimated 10 percent 
of its citizenry. Families 
break up and become 
factionalised. Individuals 
lay waste their futures in the 
attempt at quelling the 
waters of stigma and 
discrimination, individuals 
distracting from their 
potential to protect the 
families they hold so dear. 
And, ifthey are married with 
children, the quelling 
becomes even more 
burdensome. 


Weallhavearesponsibility 
to bring an end to 
homophobia. Individuals 
must stop the cycle ofabuse 
that their internalized 
homophobia can cause 
themselves and their 
community. Society, as a 
whole, needs to embrace all 
of its children as equal and 
contributing members ofits 
family. 


We simply can’t go on 
like this; homophobia 
must die, before our 
community does. 
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Whatl’ve 
Seen 


Are you lost? Do you 
live day by day? Does 
it feel as if you don’t 
fit in your skin? 
When you look into 
the mirror, do you 
know who you see? 
Or are you thinking 
who is that stranger 
looking at me? Do 
you have a place a, 
place you can call 


home? Is emptiness 
overwhelming you? Did 
you trade love for friends? 
Did you leave home in a 
rush, where you in a rush 
to find yourself? This 
freedom you found is it 
not what you though it 
would be? Arethere nights 
when you find yourself in 
a crowded room feeling 
totally alone? 


Far away from home, 
surrounded by people you 
don’t really know. Lost 
without love to guide you 
through life? So many 
bumps in the road ahead and 
now you find yourselfalone. 
Mom and dad had so many 
plans for you; you yourself 
had goals and dreams. Your 
stillso young and couldhave 
anything you dream. Is the 
path youchose the right one? 
Where are your supports 
where are your true friends? 
In this life where do you fit 
in? 
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There are so many just 
like yourself. Left home 
for all the wrong reasons 
dove into nothingness 
without a thought. 
Working in a know dead 
end job living in a cheep 
apartment living check to 
check. Every day is the 
same as last, nothing 
different nothing new. 


What happened to that 
little boy? That little boy 
who wanted the world in 
his hands? That boy who 
had so much going for 
him! I think he chose the 
easy way out or what he 
thought would be easy! 


Life is what you make it 
and nothing in this life is 
free! You are who you are 
by choices and actions 
youmake. Some people I 
guess settle for second 
best, I guess some people 
need to hit rock bottom 
before seeing the other 
side! Then there are those 
who just point and blame 
and never really go all 
that far. If your dream is 
to be 44 years old working 
that dead end job living 
check by check living in 
that cheep apartment all 
alone then stop reading 
this! 


Forall those boys and girls 
who are fresh just out of 
the closet. Please think 
before you jump, don’t 
trust this community to 
support you or guide you. 
You gotto be strong try to 
think of what’s best for 
you. Surround yourself 
with family you are 
nothing with out them. 


Never give up on your 
dreams never give up on 
yourself! Don’t search in 
the bars for sympathy or 
company. Don’t ever go 
for second best put there 
love to the test, keep an 
open mind. You only 
have one life to live so 


live it to the best you can. 
Doall you set out to do in 
life, live and grow! 


AVAILABLE 


Become that person your 
family knows is inside of 
you! Nothing in life is as 
what it seems trust me in 
that. Don’t ever let your 
partner hold you back or 
change who you are. 


Don’t look for answers in 
this community, don’t look 
for direction or Guidant’s 
in this community your on 
your own and trust me it’s 
not all that bad. There is so 
much more out there for 
you to see don’t let the 
community blind you of 
that. Finish your education 
find that good paying job 
find some true friends who 
share the same interests as 
you. Surround yourself with 
positive people. Ok I guess 
I’m done and I hope I’ve 
help even just one young 
teen. 
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“THERE” 
By Kobi Isreal 


During my first travels I 
tried to capture the physical 


iconic identity of the cities 
and places which I visited, 


and interpreted them in my 
own way. 


At a later stage, 
onreturning to the 
same places, 
those iconic 
images, gradually 
began to blur, and 
I found myself 
searching for a 
different, 
metaphysical, 
dimension where 
space and time 
turn into emotion, where a 
collective experience turns 
into a private 
one, and the 
physical and 
sensual 
dimension turn 
into a 
psychological, 
metaphoric and 
spiritual one. 


Private Members Club 


10345-104 Stree iim 
426-3150 


In the images collected for 
this book, the geographic 
space and even its human 


inhabitants, are stripped 
from their individual 


identities to reveal another 
level of metaphysical and 
surreal identity. 


City lights become 
blurred and transform 
into a texture, human 
beings become 
random spots of 
melancholy, a water 
puddle is converted 
into an alternative 
world, a country road 
orrailway becomes an 
unanswered question. 


An external, faraway 
“there”, becomes an 
internal “there” deep 
inside us. 


If you want ot see more 
of Kobi's works you can 
visit his website at kobi- 
isreal.com. 


Wednesdays 
ith Host's Weena Luv 
& Sticky Vicky 
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Get Off! 


By Steven Townsend 


You know what really bothers 
me? That ad they have on T.V 
and in the theatres where they 
have this guy who does the 
lighting for movies. Pleading 
for you to stop downloading 
music and movies off the 
Internet because he will be 
out of a job if this trend of 
downloading continues. Well 
you know what Mr. Lighting 
Guy. Maybe you should talk 
to the actors, directors and 
producers of the films you 
work on. Maybe ask them to 
take a little pay cut them 
selves. So then there would be 
more money for people like 
you. Iunderstand that youneed 
ajob and everything, I do feel 
for you, I really do. Maybe 
just maybe people would go 
and see movies more often 
and not spend the hours of 
work trying to download them, 
if it didn’t cost an arm and a 
leg to go and see one. Like 
come on $13.95 to go see a 
movie at Silver City that is 
just ridiculous if they lowered 
the price a little they would 
probably see more people 
going. With the economy in 
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the crapper people don’t have 
as much money to spend on 
entertainment like they used 
too. Lots of people are trying 
hard enough just to pay their 
gas and electricity bills as it 
is. There are over thirty 
million homes in North 
America with some form of 
sharing software. What are 
you going to do? Throw them 
all in jail? So just give the 
people a 
break not 
break in 
there door 
and send 
them to jail. 


Do you 
know what 
else really 
bothers me? 
The spy 
ware that 
companies 
a n d 
corporations 
feelthat they 
have the 
right to put 
on my computer. Is it so 
important for them to see what 
Tam buying when Iam buying 
and whatever other 
information that they feel they 
should know about me? Ifit is 
then they can track anything 


they want to when I am on 
their website, not when I leave 
their website. There is no need 
forthem to be onmy computer. 
That is my personal property, 
Not theirs! It would be the 
same as them coming into my 
house and doing inventory of 
what is in my house without 
my permission. It is no ones 
business to see what I do with 
my computer except for me. 
That is an 
invasion of 
my privacy 
and I do not 
appreciate it 
at all. It is 
incredible 
the amount 
of spy ware 
that is on a 
persons 
computer. 
Once a week 
I use Ad- 
Aware to 
check my 
computer for 
spy ware, and 
every week it 
is the same thing 20-25 
trackers and other spy ware on 
my computer. You can get your 
own copy of Ad-Aware for free 
at www.lavasoftusa.com. I 
recommend that you get 


yourselfa copy of the program, 
if you do not already have 
one. 


There is one more thing that 
really bothers me about the 
Internet, viruses. The Internet 
is filled with them. It seems 
like every second e-mail that 
I receive has one in it. They 
say that one out of every five 
computers is infected with 
some sort of a virus. My 
question is what is the purpose 
in destroying people’s 
computers that you don’t even 
know and have done nothing 
to you. Whatare hackers trying 
to prove? One of the messages 
on an e-mail virus that one of 
my friends received said, “Bill 
stop making such bad 
software.” The person who 
created the virus was 
obviously referring to Bill 
Gates. Well then attack him 
don’t attack us! If you don’t 
know much about computers 
and you get a virus you have 
to take it into the shop to get it 
fixed. Doing this costs money 
and time. The average person 
using Bills software did not 
make it so why should they be 
paying for it. 


So to all you people trying to 
look into my computer and 
Track what I do on-line. To 


Screening of 
GayFilm 


Ina groundbreaking move the 
National Gay & Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce 
(NGLCC) today announced 
the Capitol Hill screening of 
the film JIM IN BOLD, a gay 
documentary based on the life 
and death of a Pennsylvania 
youth named James Wheeler. 
The NGLCC is joined by 
Parents and Families of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) 
and the Equality Forum in 
presenting the film to the 
audience of Members of 
Congress and their staff on 
Wednesday, February 25, 
2004. 


This film is a must see for 
decision makers in 
Washington. The support of 
the bipartisan Host Committee 
of US Senators and 
Representatives speaks 
volumes of the interest in the 


UL 


OK RIGO, JORGE HAS NOT SHOWN 
UP FOR WORK FOR THE LAST 
WEEK! JUST BECAUSE YoU 
CAN'T KEEP YOUR DICK IN YOUR 
PANTS, IM OUT ONE OF MY BEST 
GO-GO DANCERS! 


By Michael Derry 
#93 "THE LOVIN! ARMS OF JESUS! 


subject matter, said NGLCC 
co-founder Justin Nelson. 


You cannot walk away from 
this film without serious 
reflection on how 
discrimination and hatred 
adversely and tragically affects 
Americas youth, said 
NGLCCs other co-founder 
Chance Mitchell. Recent 
studies show that gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender 
(GLBT) youth are fives times 
more likely to attempt suicide 
than their heterosexual 
counterparts. Additionally, of 
the estimated 1.3 million 
homeless youth living on the 
street, up to 40% identify as 
gay or lesbian. What we’re 
saying is enough is enough. 
People must treat others with 
mutual respect and dignity so 
wecan avoid loosing one more 
GLBT youth the way weve 
lost Jimmy Wheeler and so 
many others, added Mitchell. 


At the conclusion of the film 
Members of Congress, staff 
and invited guests will have an 


WHAT DO YOU WANT 


ME TO DO? HE 
HATES ME! HE 


WON'T EVEN RETURN 


| HAVE YOU TO THANK FOR IT, RIGO, THROUGH YOUR 
SINFUL, HEDONISTIC WAYS, | WAS ABLE To SEE THE 
GAY LIFESTYLE FOR THE HELL THAT IT TRULY IS, 
YOU MADE ME SEE THAT THE ONLY REAL, 


RELATIONSHIP A SICK HOMO- 
SEXUAL CAN HAVE IS 
ONE WITH HIS SAVIOR, 
JESUS CHRIST! 
THROUGH JESUS, THE SIN 
AND EVIL OF MY HOMO- 
SEXUALITY HAS BEEN 
WASHED AWAY! MAY WE 
MEET IN THE KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN WHERE WE BOTH MAY 
BATHE IN THE LOVE OF THE LAMB! 


| AND WHAT THE HELL IS IN 


opportunity for questions and 
answers with Susan Wheeler, 


of the NGLCC, PFLAG and 
Equality Forum. 


mother of James Wheeler, the 
producers and director of the 
film as well as the leadership 


More information on the film 
can be found by visiting 
www.jiminbold.com. 


HELL INDEED! ALL MY OLD G- 
STRINGS. REMNANTS OF MY 
FORMER, EVIL LIFE, | WON'T BE 
NEEDING THEM ANY MORE, IVE 
RETURNED TO THE LOVING ARMS 


JORGE! THANK CHRIST! 


WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? 


THAT BOX? 


THROUGH MY EVIL HOMOSEXUALITY, | 
RETURNED A BROTHER TO THE 


WHERE'S THE 
BATTERY PACK 
Go? 


www. TroyComics.com 
mike@DerryProducts.com 
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Common 
Gay Myths 


Tackled & 
Questions 
Answered 


By: Samer Temraz 
(with help from the 
good ‘ol coffee gang!) 


Q: I’ve got urgings — how 
do I become gay? 

A: Welcome aboard sailor! 
Simply fill out the form and 
mail it in along with a self- 


addressed stamped envelop. 


With the material and 
condoms we will send you, 
you’ ll soon be on your way 
to the hedonistic self- 
enjoyment that is gaydom. 
Q: How do you know if 
some one is gay? 


A: Feel their crotch, if they 
like; chances are that they 
are gay...or just desperate. 
Q: Are you still gay if you 
sleep with woman? 

A: Yes, only in certain 
cases...if you are a fence- 
sitting bisexual, or if you eat 
Fuzzy Peaches™ 

Q: I’ve heard of ‘stall-sex’. 
Is this the standard of the 
gay community? 

A: No. Completely 
anonymous and meaningless 
sex is a thing of the past. In 
today’s gay world, it is 
much more common to 
introduce yourself before 
you start mercilessly 
pumping one another. 

Q: Do gay people eat their 
young? 

A: Yes, but no more than 
the statistical average. 

Q: I’ve read that the nuking 
of Japan was done for 
ulterior motives. Is this 
true? 

A: Yes. Japan was a nation 
of flaming (i.e. ‘melting’) 
queers, or at least that was 


40121-124 Street 


10 Times.10 Magazine, March 2004 


America’s suspicion. (tsk 
tsk US) 

Q: I like men, but I am not 
keen on the idea of anal sex. 
How can you help me? 

A: This can be solved in 4 
simple steps: Drink. Use 
plenty of lube. Drink some 
more. Bite the pillow. 

Q: Seeing as I am gay and 
enjoy man on man sex, 
should I be trying to get into 
prison? 

A: NO! Trust me, it’s not 
the same thing. 

Q: Why are so many oriental 
people gay? 

A: Simple — population 
control. 

Q: Can straight people 
become gay? 

A: According to gay porn, 
the ‘homosexual virus’ can 
be spread as easy as the 
common cold. Not only is 
this possible, but extremely 
common. 

Q: Is there a ‘cure’ for 
homosexuality? 


4 Á- 


eea 


A: There was one 
developing in a research 
center in Ohio, but it 
exploded, killing all the 
scientists involved in the 
project and destroying the 
entire lab complex. What a 
tragic and... um... 
unfortunate ‘accident’ 
....heh heh heh. 

Q: Who were the 
pacesetters of the gay 
movement? 

A: Ballet dancers, foppish 
actor types, and employees 
of the steel mills. 

Q: Do gay people emit a 
discernible odor that will 
allow me to identify them on 
approach? 

A: No, you are thinking of 
the French. 

Q: Oh? I had assumed that 
saying ‘Gay’ and ‘French’ 
was basically the same thing. 
A: Well, in some cases; all 
French people are gay, but 
not all gay people are 
French. 


etnies, 
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Bjorn 
Again 
Returns To 
North 
America ! 


The ABBA Experience 


“Fans had better make the 
most out of Björn Again 
because that’s the closest 
they are going to get to 
seeing ABBA,” says 
ABBA co-founder Benny 
Andersson 


Winspear Centre 


Friday, April 2™ 


Hot off the Shania Twain 
tour, opening for the 


country diva throughout 
Europe, Björn Again 
heads back to North 
America for a cross- 
continent tour of 70’s 
glitter & glitz! The 
critically-acclaimed band, 
that takes the anthems ofa 
generation and turns them 
into an interactive ABBA 
party that is both a concert 
and a show, has been very 
busy. In addition to their 
constant touring schedule, 
Björn Again is atop the 
party A-list, playing 
Russell Crowe’s wedding 
as well as galas for 
Microsoft, General 
Motors and the US 
Olympic Team, in venues 
all around the world from 
Iraq to New York’s’ famed 
GuggenheimRolling 
Stone magazine, USA 
Today, New York’s live 
entertainment guide 


TimeOut NY, and fans 
from everywhere agree, 
“Björn Again may be the 
world’s most entertaining 
live rock show !” 


TimeOut NY”Bj6rn 
Again are fabulously 
flawless!” - Rolling Stone 
Magazine 

Björn Again was officially 
ranked one of “Australia’s 
Top 10 Entertainment 
Exports” in 2002 with the 
likes of Nicole Kidman, 
ACDC and Russell 
Crowe. 


The band, formed in 
Melbourne in 1988, has 
played over 3,000 shows 
in more than 50 countries, 
to more people than 
ABBA ever did. 


Audiences should expect 
the greatest ABBA hits as 
they are meant to be seen 


and heard - in all their 
fantastic 70’s glitz complete 
with all the costumes, dance 
moves and Swedish banter 
inan action-packed, fully live 
show that creates the 
ultimate party atmosphere! 
Fans can party along to hits 
including “Mamma Mia”, 
“Dancing Queen”, 
“Waterloo”, “Take A 
Chance on Me”, “Money, 
Money, Money” and much 
more. 


Björn Again 

Friday, April 2nd - 7:00pm 
& 9:30pm 

Winspear Centre 

Tickets on sale Friday 
February 27, 2004 

At the Winspear Centre box 
office 

Charge by phone (780) 428- 
1414 

Ticket prices: $42.50/ 
$37.50/$32.50 plus charges 


Kitten's Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic 


Free Pool & 


Happy Hour Drait 


All Night Long 
Every Sunday! 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St 


426-3150 
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Outofthe 
Closet.tv 


As networks scurry to create 
gay programming, 
OutoftheCloset.tv enters its 
third year of entertaining, 
enriching, educating and 
informing all audiences of the 
realities of gay life. As a gay 
television network on the 
Internet, it receives over 
300,000 monthly views of its 
programs. This April, 
OutoftheCloset.tv also 
premieres its first original 60 
minute documentary called, 
“Spouses For Life.” From the 
steps of San Francisco’s City 
Hall on Valentine’s Day 2004, 
owner Ted Trent interviewed 
couples and children who 
walked through the once-locked 
doors to gay marriage. The 
documentary also allows you to 
travel into a gay church service 
and a gay wedding expo. 


The biggest hit of the year on 
OutoftheCloset.tv is entitled, 


alw 


Hyped! It’s a movie review 
show that celebrates the 
diversity of cinema and 
sexuality. Hyped! reviews 
movies, CDs, and DVDs with 
separate casts giving you the 
ups and downs of big studios 
hyped projects. People flock to 
this program to make sure they 
aren’t going to buy into the 
studio hype. Currently, you can 
watch the DVD cast as they 
review Lost In Translation. This 
cast includes a straight female 
comedian, a bisexual go- go 
dancer, a drag queen, and two 
gay males. 


The second most popular 
program on OutoftheCloset.tv 
is Out on the Streets with 
Momma. Momma interviews 
all kinds of celebrities. On a 
recent episode of the show, 
Momma goes with Norm from 
the first season of MTV Real 
World into a local bathroom to 
find out what is going on with 
him since MTV. In past 
episodes, celebrities have 
always filled the screen. 
Celebrities on Out on the Streets 
with Momma and on other 
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you? roses 


www.marlowandrichards.com 


shows include Jim Verros from 
American Idol, Anne Judson- 
Yager from Bring It On Again, 
Bruce Vilanch, California 
Senator Sheila Kuehl, Betty 
Degeneres, Margaret Cho, 
Judith Light, John Benjamin 
Hickey and Christopher Sieber 
of It’s All Relative, Megan 
Mullally of Will and Grace, 
Kathy Najimy of King of the 
Hill, Boy Meets Boy James 
Getzlaff, The Amazing Race 
Reichen Lehmkuhl, David 
Dukes of Gods and Monsters, 
Doris Roberts from Everyone 
Loves Raymond and many 
more. 


Other shows include a lesbian 
soap opera called, The 
Complex, a Christian talk show 
called, The Born-A-Gayns, a 
20/20 style program called, 
Profiles, and much, much more. 


“T want the world to see that gay 
is not what they think it is. We 
are not all like Queer as Folk or 
Will and Grace characters. We 
are as diverse inour community 
as straights are diverse in theirs. 
Our goal with 


OutoftheCloset.tv is to educate 
all people on diverse topics 
using gay people as our stars,” 
states owner Ted Trent. “With 
gay marriage the main topic in 
most conversations these days, 
it’s important people learn who 
they are supporting or opposing. 
Itis not fair that we are portrayed 
as satanic worshippers that the 
religious right portray us as 
being. We are school teachers, 
authors, lawyers, comedians, 
auto mechanics, farmers, 
politicians, preachers, senators, 
just to name a few.” 


Ted invites all media to take a 
moment and watch some of our 
free programs on 
OutoftheCloset.tv. 


It may heavily influence youon 
your next article regarding gay 
marriage. He also invites 
producers, journalists, 
broadcast news programmers, 
and other media representatives 
to interview the stars of 
OutoftheCloset.tv or even Ted 
Trent himself. 


Marlo 
Richards 


Purveyor of fine flowers. 


Calgary * 2101 - 4th Street S.W. » (403) 228-6335 
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Edmonton « 12325 - 102 Avenue « (780) 488-4359 


Seattle 
Based 
Families 
LikeOurs 
Expresses 


Outrage 


Outrage are the feelings of 
the day by the staff, volunteers 
and board of directors at 
Families Like Ours over 
Presidents Bush ‘s news 
conference calling for a 
amendment to our 
Constitution defining and 
protecting marriage asaunion 
of a man and woman as 
husband and wife. 


“The union of a man and 
woman is the most enduring 
human institution, honored 
and encouraged in all cultures 
and by every religious faith. 
Ages of experience have 
taught humanity that the 
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commitment ofa husband and 
wife to love and to serve one 
another promotes the welfare 
of children and the stability of 
society.” Said Bush in during 
his news conference. 


The Executive Director of 
Families Like Ours watched 
the press conference this 
morning from his home in 
Washington with coffee in 
hand, while getting his children 
ready for school. 

“I could not believe what I 
was hearing. I expected Bush 
to push forward with an 
amendment, but to make 
statements eluding that a 
child’s welfare was safe only 
in a home with a married 
mother and father was nothing 
less then laughable.” Said 
David Wing-Kovarik, 
Executive Director of Families 
Like Ours. 


“If nothing else, even Bush 
should have the basic common 
understanding to get his 
information correct before 


opening his mouth and 
inserting yet another foot. If 
the welfare of children is so 
safe ina traditionally married 
husband and wife household, 
then why are there nearly 
600,000 children in the United 
States Foster Care system? 
These children are coming into 
care because they do not have 
a safe home, because the 
parents of these children did 
not, and could not provide 
stability and promote their 
welfare.” 


Today’snews from the White 
House has resonated 
throughout Families Like 
Ours, which has been 
advocating over the past four 
years on behalf of gay and 
lesbian adoptive families, and 
educates professionals about 
gay and lesbian adoptive 
families. With an estimated 4 
million children living in a 
family with at least one gay 
parent, these words are hurtful 
not just to the adults but also 
to the children. 


- PRIAPE ; 


CANADA'S FAVOURITE GAY STORE 


Tine to change your 
underwear : 


in March 


59 


on all underwear 


“Tt amazes me how there is 
not a single day that goes 
by where national politics 
are not a subject at our 
dinner table. I cannotrecall 
any political figure, or 
administration that has had 
such an impact on our 
family personally from 
economic, social and our 
children’s safety and 
welfare. I am just 
personally outraged.” 


Families Like Ours is the 
nonprofitresource specific 
to gay and lesbian adoption 
and foster care, providing 
families and professionals 
complete and accurate 
information. It effectively 
provides a centralized 
resource for support, 
information and training to 
adoptive families and 
professionals: Regardless 
of sexual orientation, 
gender, race, age, disability 
or ethnic background. 


~ -> 
Monday to Saturday: 12 pm to 9 pm « Sunday: 12 pm to 6 pm . 


1322 17th ave SW, Calgary (Ab) T2T 0C3 « Tel.: (403) 215-1800 » Fax: (403) 215-1801 
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News 
Fromthe 


Court 


Emperor 27, Bobby 
Vice President, ISCWR 


As our June 5" Coronation 
Ball seems just around the 
corner, it is that time of year 
to start looking at who will 
be next to represent the 
ISCWR for the coming year. 
As a past Emperor, I can tell 
you that being an Empress or 
Emperor in this organization 
can prove to be a fun and 
rewarding experience. It’s an 
opportunity to work closely 
with other organizations and 
businesses in our 
community, as well, a chance 
to represent Edmonton at 
Balls in other cities and mee 


people from all over North 
America. Applications for 
these positions are now 
available at Boots, The Roost, 
and Prism. Potential 


applicants should have a 
good knowledge of what the 
court is about and what these 


positions entail. You are also 
urged to attend our next 
general meeting, Wednesday 
March 31" at the Garage 
burger bar, 8pm. 


CHICKA divas” 


y appella chicks with swing and aisle! 


2003 Winners of Northern Harmony a cappella festival 
“CHICK US OUT!” 
DEBUT CD NOW AVAILABLE FOR $15 


To order your copy today, call Regina at 433-9594 
or “chick out” our website: www.chickadivas.com 
or email: thechicks@ chickadivas.com 


Cash/ Cheque only until we're 


famous enough to accept credit cards! 


Sponsored in part by 
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Applications for the John M. 
Kerr memorial scholarship 
are also available atthe above 
mentioned locations. 
Scholarships are open to gay 
and lesbian students 
attending school in Alberta 
in the fall. 


Our events for the month 
kick off with a fabulous 
production of Chicago, 
Running at the Roost March, 
2, 4, & 5" starting around 
midnight. There is also a 
special 9:30 show on 
Thursday the 4". On Friday 
March 12", Empress 20, 
Tootsanelda is hosting a 
fundraising show for the 
scholarship fund at Boots, 
10pm, with a special 
appearance by Calgary’s 
entertainer of the year, Bruce 
Lee. 


Our own entertainer of the 
year pageant will be held on 
Saturday March 27", at 


Boots. Nomination slips are 
now out at various bars. Be 
sure to nominate who you 
think is the best performer in 
our community. The top 7 
nominees will go on to 
compete for the title. 
Ladonna will be having a 
show at Prism on March 26" 
at midnight, and Imperial 
Crown Princess 28, Sticky 
Vicky has her own show in 
the works. Watch posters for 
details. 

Empress 28, Oprah and 
Empress 28.5, Weena Luv 
will be heading to Vancouver 
this month to represent us at 
their Coronation Ball. 
Coming up in short time left 
in this court year, many of us 
will be attending Calgary’s 
Coronation in April, and 
watch for another court 
production show, Little shop 
of horrors, happening 
sometime in May. 

That’s all for this month. 
Hope to see you all out. 


10444 - 82 Avenue 


433- 


6768 


www.prideedmonton.org 


Edmonton’s GLBT Pride Parade 2004 Unity Dance 
History Display coordinated by Womonspace 
June 17-26, 2004 | Saturday, JUNE 19, 2004 | saturday, JUNE 19, 2004 
, aturday, ; 
Also Edmonton’s GLBT | After Parade Beer Gardens j 
Edmonton Vocal Minority 


pioneers past & present On Stage Entertainment 
Children’s Activities Pride Concert 
Date & Time: TBA 


2004 Pride Awards 
Friday, JUNE 18, 2004 ERBA* Business Fair 
To kick off Pride Week “Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 


Edmonton’s Centennial | Queer Theatre Festival 
Pancake Birthday Brunch 
And Penny Carnival A series of short Queer JUNE 26, 2004 
DATE & TIME: TBA themed productions at the Polish Hall 
ii interested in bringing a production 
i shia er ci Pp eer Pe) AND MANY OTHER 
and the EVENTS THROUGHOUT 
THE WEEK 


at Gay Standard Time! 
This is an event for the whole family! Pride Marketplace 


2004 Pride Dance 


The Pride Committee regrets the slow trickle of information over the past few months 
However, we want to assure the community that we have been working steadily behind 
the scenes trying to make plans and develop a roadmap for a successful week of 
festivities. There have been numerous obstacles as we have struggled to secure 
adequate venues. Now with most of the needed sites and contracts in place, 

we are excited to present the early details of PRIDE WEEK 2004. 


2S always; PPNS is sommes to giving back to Edmonton’ s GLBT leuih gronps and 


E-mail PPNS ak pepe see ee org to get your EEN R PACKAGE 


June 18 - 27, 2004 
PIONEERING PRIDE 


Celebrating Edmonton’s Centennial 
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Klen 
Buckles 
h 


An inside source has told us 
that our Premier is about to 
buckle in over all the gay 
marriage and gay rights issues 
in the Province of Alberta. 
We were also told that he is 
about to make a number of 
changes to the legislation 
regarding the horrific task 
and failure of electric de- 
regulation. Along with this 
comes word that the entire 
Health Care system is to be 
woven like a fabric into the 
lives of everyone in Alberta. 
It is said that he wants to 
make a gigantic impression 
on everyone in Canada to 
show that there is intelligent 
life in this Province. 


That “mad cow” really made 
him rather put off by the 
reaction of so many people 
that he decided to make a big 
show of it in Ontario at the 
Rolling Stone concert. It was 
during that concert that he 


got a brain wave and thought 
that it best to play the 
outsiders and stir up the pot 
(no pun intended). 


We were delighted to have this 
insider tell us what the Premier 
has in mind for his “back 
belching” backbenchers. The 
new legislation will introduce a 
full benefit plan for gays and 


E dmontons Largest 
Collection of Gay 


and Sesbiah 


Periodicals 


Grom Around The World! 


Come, Cheak-out 
the Collection 


Je irks us uilding 


The Front Page 


10356 Jasper ave 426-1206 
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lesbians who want to do a civil 
union fully sanctioned by the Klein 
government. He does not want 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba to 
beat him to it this time. Instead 
the legislation would fully endorse 
civil unions between gays and 
lesbians, but there is a catch. 
They would need to prove that 
they have been living together 
for more than three years without 
any difficulties unlike their 
straight counterparts, who 
divorce in less time than five 
years, Full benefits would be tired 
into this civil union idea that 
Klein has and would puta stop to 
the discrimination that a part of 
his people must deal with 
everyday. He is said to want to 
stop all the court charges and let 
the elected legislature pass the 
laws for Alberta and not the 
Supreme Court of Canada. The 
law left a bad taste in his mouth 
since it came from Ottawa and his 
elected members had no choice. 
This time he is going to make it a 
first only package that most new 
comers would really enjoy 
sinking their teeth into. 


Our insider had told us that the 
reason Mr. West was being 
brought back was to get the job 
done and puta regulated electrical 
system back in place. Sine West 
had brought the idea into the 
Province; Premier Klein realized 
that the idea sucks the big one and 
that almost every Albertan was 
paying far too much for electricity 
and gas. Klein was apparently 
going out of his mind when he 
found out that we were selling 
electricity to the United States at 
twenty percent of what Albertans 
were paying for the same 
electricity. Since there is an 
election coming up soon in the 
Province Mr. Westis to put things 
back the way they were before he 
broke them. Mr. West is also to 
make even more severe changes 
and assist in putting the Health 
Care system back the way it was 
before he broke that too. From 
what we understand Premier Klein 
wants things to be better than 
they were when they worked out 
so that all Albertans could find 
benefits as to why people should 
live in Alberta. There was also 
some talk about getting rid of the 


Health Care premiums and ensure 
that the premiums were not just a 
simple tax grab. 


This all stemmed from the fact 
that the Premier wants to leave a 
wonderful legacy before he retires 
back to his job as a broadcaster. 
He was supposedly reminiscing 
about the days when Alberta was 
looked on as more than just a 
whiner and bully when there was 
billions of dollars to through out 
to winan election. Ofcourse there 
was a bit of chuckle in that he got 
it all back, by raising the prices, 
and taking the last remaining 
expendable income out of the 
pockets of the very people who 
put him into office. 


He felt the only way to get the 
attention of his Federal and 
Provincial counterparts was 
to be a bully again and 
announce that he would pull 
Albertans out of the Canada 
Heath Act. Klein just knew 
that Albertans would laugh it 
offas another one ofhis stunts 
and never do it, So he has a 
new plan that he will be 
announcing to bring the 
waiting list down and get 
proper medical attention for 
his every aging voter base. 
Now we have to wait and see 
what he does at the legislature 
where the elected 
representatives will make the 
decisions and the Executive 
Orders will be put on hold. 


Word also has it that Klein 
willensurethata public inquiry 
into where all of the 10 of 
billions of dollars, that belong 
to Albertans, has gone will 
also be set up. 


And please, if the RCMP 
decides they need to know 
about the insider, just call 
instead of having 10 of you 
bust down the doors under 
Paul Martins orders and some 
un-elected judge. 
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The International 
edition of Times .10 
Magazine on the 
Internet is read by 
people in the follow- 
ing countries every 
day. 


United States 
Canada 

Italy 

United Kingdom 
Australia 
Netherlands 

US Educational 
France 


Mexico 
Saudi Arabia 
Germany 
Belgium 
Japan 
Poland 
Switzerland 
Brazil 
Singapore 
Finland 
Portugal 
Norway 
New Zealand 
Denmark 
Sweden 
Austria 
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Malaysia 
Czech Republic 
Taiwan 
Colombia 
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Israel 

Spain 
Philippines 
Argentina 

US Military 
Slovak Republic 
Thailand 
Hungary 

South Africa 
Peru 
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Turkey 

US Government 
Dominican Republic 
Qatar 

United Arab Emirates 
Russian Federation 
Indonesia 

Uruguay 

Costa Rica 

Iceland 

Latvia 

Romania 

Ireland 

Malta 

Chile 

Hong Kong 

Viet Nam 


Yugoslavia 
Ukraine 
Bermuda 
Jordan 
Lebanon 
Bulgaria 
Venezuela 
Cyprus 
Guatemala 
Pakistan 
Syria 
Kenya 

Traq 
Afghanistan 
China 


A sample of the 120 
countries that read 
Times .10. And we are 
still available in over 
400 locations in 
Edmonton 
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Study 
Launched 


International human rights 
organization Amnesty 
International is currently 
looking into police 
interactions with lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) 
individuals and 
communities across the 
United States. The National 
Transgender Advocacy 
Coalition (NTAC) urges 
the transgender community 
to participate in this by 
providing any stories 
detailing any misconduct 
or abuse. 


The research project was 
conceived by OUTfront, the 
Amnesty International USA 
program dedicated to 


advancing and enforcing the 
human rights of LGBT 
people, and builds on Amnesty 
International’s historic and 
current work documenting 
racial profiling and police 
brutality in the United States. 
The research covers a broad 
range of police misconduct 
and abuse, ranging from non- 
response and inappropriate 
responses, to discriminatory 
targeting for law enforcement, 
to verbal, physical and sexual 
harassment and abuse. 


As part of this project, 
Amnesty is asking LGBT 


people to share their 
experiences with law 
enforcement. The 


organization wants to hear 
from people from all walks of 
life across the country, and is 
particularly interested in the 
experiences of LGBT people 
of color, youth, sex workers, 
and transgender individuals 
who are especially vulnerable 
to police misconduct. 
Complete confidentiality is 


Muscle Maid 


Cleaning Services 
Proudly Serving The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Of Edmonton 


We Offer : 


Regular Home Cleaning 
Weekly 

Biweekly 

Monthly 


Move In / Out Cleaning 
Window Cleaning 


Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 


For a free in home estimate call 


440-3258 


guaranteed to people who 
come forward to tell their 
stories. 


Amnesty researchers 
emphasize that it is important 
to document LGBT people’s 
experiences regardless of 
whether they think the officer 
or officers involved knew 
about their sexual orientation 
or gender identity, or of 
whether they think this 
affected how they were 
treated. They also want 
people to know that there 
doesn’t have to be a beating 
or shooting for a person’s 
story to be important to the 
research - the point of the 
report is to find out how law 
enforcement officers are 
treating LGBT folks across 
the board, whether they were 
the target of a hate crime, 
they were involved ina same 
sex domestic violence 
situation, or were harassed 
while walking down the 
street. 


Finally, Amnesty is looking 
for stories involving both good 
and bad experiences, as 
positive experiences will help 
to identify “best practices” and 
make recommendations for 
change. 


NTAC, which met with 
Trine Christensen during 
the planning stage, applauds 
the study being undertaken, 
calling it “needed, and long 
overdue.” 


The report is scheduled for 
release in the summer of 
2004, so please contact 
Amnesty International with 
any information you may 
have as soon as possible. 


For more information about 
this project visit Amnesty 
International USA’s 


website at www.aiusa.org. 
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MAY 300 - 40TH 


*A COMMITTEE IS FORMING* WE 
INVITE ALL TRANS FOLKS-ALLIES TO 


JOIN US IN THE CREATION PROCESS 


CONTACT 
TAMI STARLIGHT 


604-215-3882 


TRANS .MISSION@TELUS.NET 
HTTP://GROUPS.YAHOO.COM/GROUP/TAWVANC 
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You and Your Funny Bone..:) 


3 Men 3 Wishes 


Three men were trekking through 
the desert and came across a 
magician. The magician was 
standing at the top of a slide. The 
magician than said, “youmay each 
go down the slide, asking for a 
drink. When youreach the bottom 
of the slide you shall land a huge 
glass of that drink. The first man 
went down yelling, ‘’Beerrr!!!’’ 
Plop! He landed ina glass of beer. 
The second guy went down the 
slide yelling,’’lemonadeee!!!”’ 
Plop! He landed in a glass of 
lemonade. The third guy went 
down the slide yelling 
‘*wheeeeeecee!!!’ 


Most Definitely 


A teacher decides that she is going 
to teach her second grade class a 
new word today. She tells them 
that the word is “definitely” and 
it’s meaning is “absolute, positive, 
without a doubt.” She asks the 
class if anyone can think of a 
sentence with the word in it. She 
calls on little Susan who is in the 
back raising her hand, quite sure 
of herself. Susan stands up and 
says, “The sky is definitely blue.” 
The teacher replies to her, “Well, 
that’s a good sentence but 
sometimes the sky is gray, and 
sometimes its cloudy, and 
sometimes its red and pink so the 
sky is not definitely blue. Anyone 
else?” Tom’s hand flies up and 
she calls on him. Tom answers, 
“The water is definitely clear.” 
“Well, Tom that’s a good sentence 
but sometimes the water is muddy, 
and sometimes it’s green, and 
sometimes it’s full of seaweed so 
it’s not definitely clear. Anyone 
else?” Finally, in the far corner, 
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little Robert slowly raises his hand. 
“Yes, Robert?” asks the teacher. 
“Can I ask a question, teacher?” 
Robert replies. “Yes.” “Do farts 
have lumps?” “No. Why do you 
ask?” “Well, then I’ve definitely 
pooped in my pants.” 


From Behind 


A lawyer is standing in a long line 
at the box office. Suddenly, he 
feels a pair of hands kneading his 
shoulders, back, and neck. The 
lawyer turns around. “What the 
hell do you think you’re doing?” 
“T’m a chiropractor, and I’m just 
keeping in practice while I’m 
waiting in line.” “Well, Pm a 
lawyer, but you don’t see me 
screwing the guy in front of me, 
do you?” 


At Your Age? 


Two guys are sharing a hospital 
room. “What are you in for?” “I’m 
getting a circumcision.” “Damn! 
I had that done when I was born 
and I couldn’t walk for a year!” 


Dynamite! 


A large, powerfully built guy 
meets a man at a bar. After a 
number of drinks, they agree to go 
back to his place. As they are 
making out in the bedroom, he 
stands up and starts to undress. 
After he takes his shirt off, he 
flexes his muscular arms and says, 
“See that, baby? That’s 1000 
pounds of dynamite!” the man 
begins to drool. The guy drops his 
pants, strikes a bodybuilder’s pose, 
and says; referring to his bulging 
thighs, “See those, baby? That’s 
1000 pounds of dynamite!” he is 
aching for action at this point. 


Finally, he drops his underpants, 
and after a quick glance, the man 
grabs his bag and runs screaming 
to the front door. He catches him 
before he is able to leave and asks, 
“Why are you in such a hurry to 
go?” the man replies, “With 2000 
pounds of dynamite and such a 
short fuse, I was afraid you were 
about to blow!” 


RCMP Training 


A few months ago, there was an 
opening with the RCMP for an 
assassin. These highly classified 
positions are hard to fill, and there 
is a lot of testing and background 
checks involved before you can 
even be considered for the 
position. After sending some 
applicants through the background 
checks, training and testing, they 
narrowed the possible choices 
down to two men and a woman, 
but only one position was 
available. The day came for the 
final test to see which person 
would get the extremely secretive 
job. The RCMP men 
administering the test took one of 
the men to a large metal door and 
handed hima gun. “We must know 
that you will follow our 
instructions whatever the 
circumstances,” they explained. 
“Inside this room, you will find 
your wife sitting in a chair. Take 
this gun and kill her.” The man 
looked horrified and said, “You 
can’t be serious! I could never 
shoot my wife!” “Well,” said the 
RCMP man, “you're definitely not 
the right man for this job then.” So 
they brought the second man to 
the same door and handed him a 
gun. “We must know that you will 
follow instructions no matter what 
the circumstances,” they 


explained to the second 
man. “Inside you will 
find your wife sitting ina 
chair. Take this gun and 
kill her.” The second 
man looked a bit 
shocked, but 
nevertheless took the gun 
and went in the room. 
All was quiet for about 5 
minutes; then the door 
opened. The man came 
out of the room with tears 
in his eyes. “I tried to 
shoot her; I just couldn’t 
pull the trigger and shoot 
my wife. I guess I’m not 
theright man forthe job.” 
“No,” the RCMP man 
replied, “Youdon’thave 
what it takes. Take your 
wife and go home.” Now 
they only had the woman 
left to test. They led her 
to the same door to the 
same room and handed 


TE 


her the same gun. “We 
must be sure that you will 
follow instructions no 
matter what the 
circumstances; this is 
your final test. Inside you 
will find your husband 
sitting in a chair. Take 
this gun and kill him.” 
The woman took the gun 
and opened the door. 
Before the door even 
closed all the way, the 
RCMP men heard the gun 
start firing, one shot after 
another for 13 shots. 
Then all hell broke loose 
in the room. They heard 
screaming, thrashing, 
and banging on the walls. 
This went on for several 
minutes; then all went 
quiet. The door opened 
slowly, and there stood 
the woman. She wiped 
the sweat from her brow 
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and said, “You guys 
didn’t tell me the gun 
was loaded with blanks. 
I had to beat the son of 
a bitch to death with the 
chair!” 


Oh Britney! 


One day Britney Spears 
and her friend were 
walking along the 
beach. Suddenly, her 
friend says, “Awe, 
Britney, look at the dead 
birdie.” Britney looks 
up at the sky and says, 
“Where?” 


Pm Afraid! 


This morning as I was 
buttoning my shirt, a 
button fell off. After 
that, I picked up my 
briefcase, and the 


$ 


handle fell off. Then I went 
to open the door, and the 
doorknob fell off. I went 
to get into my car, and the 
door handle came off in 
my hand. Now I’m afraid 
to pee. 


Just a Little 


A guy with a very small 
head was sitting at a bar, 
drinking, when the 
bartender asked him why 
his head was so small. The 
man sighed. “I was 
walking along the beach 
one day and happened 
upon a lamp. A beautiful 
genie came out of the lamp 
and said that she would 
grant me 3 wishes. First, I 
wished for all the money 
inthe world. Then wished 
for the biggest mansion in 
all the world.” “Yeah?” 
“And then I wished for a 
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Suicide 
Among 
Soldiers 


Who Served in Iraq 


Vietnam Vet has advice 
for reporters 


by Wayne Smith 


Any reporters 
researching the 
increasingly critical story 
of suicides among 
American troops who 
have served in Iraq are 
likely to suffer from a 
near-crippling bout of 
cognitive dissonance, a 
kind of temporal 
disconnect between the 
tragedy unfolding for 
some of our soldiers and 
the business-as-usual 
tempo of a nation largely 
unaware. 


You may also find yourself 
inhabiting a very sad place 
where a young soldier 
strolls away from a 
telephone booth in 
Baghdad, pulls out a gun 
and fires a bullet into his 
own head; a world where, 
for one Iraq vet, a motel 
room in Tennessee becomes 
a place not for celebrating 
his safe homecoming but 
the perfect secret venue for 
swallowing drain-clearing 
chemicals. 


For me, a Vietnam veteran 
and former post traumatic 
stress disorder counselor, 


research at the Vietnam 
Veterans of American 
Foundation on soldier 
suicides is triggering 
something akin to déjà vu. 
Weseetip-of-the-iceberg 
indicators that portend a 
post-Iraq psychiatric 
disaster for some 
returning soldiers, one 
that the country is ill- 
prepared to deal with and 
one that the Pentagon 
appears to be spinning like 
a top. 


The army reports that 21 
soldiers in Iraq and 
Kuwait have killed 
themselves since the 
beginning of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom but this 
number will increase as 
suspicious non-combat 
deaths that have already 
occurred and might be 
suicides await 
classification by the 
army’s Criminal 
Investigation Division 
(CID). We have learned 
from a Pentagon source 
that the CID may notrule 
on these deaths until after 
the operation is over. Even 
the number of 21 is well 
above the average Army 
rate. 


The army’s peculiar calculus 
also excludes suicides that 
occur outside the “theater,” 
that is, soldiers who served 
in Iraq or Kuwait but kill 
themselves once they get 
home. The media is toting 
these up ad hoc. United Press 
International discovered two 
at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Centerand The Sun 
of Baltimore recently 
reported on one that 
occurred in a Shoney’s Inn. 
But most of these tragedies 
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will unfold anonymously 
since family members are 
often reluctant to speak 
publicly about a subject they 
consider taboo. 


Now, over the next few 
weeks, as more troops rotate 
home, and the anniversary 
of the U.S. invasion of Iraq 
approaches, the Pentagon 
faces the prospect of a 
potentially unwieldy public 
becoming more “casualty 
sensitive,” something war 
planners have been conscious 
ofsince Vietnam brought the 
human or “blood” cost of 
conflict into America’s living 
rooms. 


This looming milestone may 
explain a bizarre episode a 
few weeks ago when various 
Pentagon spokespeople 
began driving the suicide 
number down, to 18 or even 
17, only to officially re-affirm 
a higher number later. 


Also hard to know are the 
reasons that soldiers are killing 
themselves. There is some 
evidence that the anti-malarial 
drug Lariam may be playinga 
role, but history tells us that 
the relentless stress and sheer 
bloodiness of this deployment 
willalso bea factor. Last July, 
following a “spike” in suicides, 
Iraq forces commander 
General Ricardo Sanchez 
requested help from the Army 
surgeon general, and a 12- 
member “mental health 
advisory team” was quickly 
dispatched. That team’s much- 
anticipated report was 
reportedly finished months 
ago butits release keeps being 
postponed. The press should 
investigate why. 


Experts both on suicide and 
epidemiology, including the 
Centers for Disease Control 
in Atlanta, tell us that a cluster 
of suicides in a specific 
population, in this case the 
army, represents the thin edge 
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ofanumeric wedge. A report by 
UPI on Feb. 19 from the army’s 
hospital in Landstuhl, Germany, 
offers a chilling glimpse at the 
size of the trouble heading for 
the military’s already over-taxed 
and unprepared medical system. 
It said that about 1,000 soldiers 
have already been evacuated to 
Landstuhl for psychiatric 
reasons. 


The UPI story by award- 
winner Mark Benjamin also 
exposed what may be the 
Pentagon’s internal mantra on 
an issue so explosive it could 
seriously downgrade the 
American public’s support 
for this war. When asked how 
many soldiers the hospital has 
treated following actual 
suicide attempts, Col. 
Rhonda Cornum, 
commander of the hospital, 
wouldn’t give a number, 
saying only, “This is a 


sensitive thing that some 
people might not want you 
to know, I guess.” 


Wayne Smith is special 
assistant to the president of 
the Vietnam Veterans of 
America Foundation in 
Washington, an 
organization that, in 1997, 
shared the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Smith was a combat 
medic in Vietnam and 
longtime therapist in the 
Veterans Administration’s 
Vietnam Veterans 
Readjustment Counseling 
Program. 
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ComingOut 


Argentina 


I’m from Argentina, I was 
born here and I’m stuck 
here as well. Don’t get me 
wrong. It is not that I don’t 
like my country, in fact, I 
love it, however, and I can’t 
call it “home”. For a bunch 
of reasons: I speak Spanish 
and share some of the 
things people do here but I 
love American and British 
music. (I was in love with 
David Bowie when I was 
10 years old; by the way, I 
am now 20). I watch all the 
TV serials I can (like 
Friends, Party of Five, all of 
them are Americans) and 
I’m practically talking in 
English all the time (I’m a 
teacher of English and 


Spanish). So, as you can 
tell, I think that I was born 
in the wrong place. 
Anyway, once I’ve got 
used to being Argentinean 
and stared liking the 
people, well, I started 
liking women as well. And 
you must take a look at 
Argentinean women. My 
GOD! Even you, gay guys, 
would turn round to look 
at them, I swear. So, I 
found out of the few good 
things that my country 
provided me with: female 
beauty. After discovering 
that, I also realised that 
Argentinean people don’t 
like homosexuality at all. 
And the worse part is that 
my family hates us too. 


Coming out to myself 


I went to a nun school all 
my life and when I was 14 
all my girl friends talked 
about the guys they’d met 


the previous Saturday and 
stuff like that. I just kept 
listening to them but I 
wasn’t really interested in 
what they were saying. I 
was only interested ina girl 
(almost woman to me, for 
she was 18 at that time) 
who was inthe same school. 
I gotto be avery good friend 
of her until one day I told 
her that I was in love with 
her. She didn’t say a word. 
She just called my mother 
afterwards and that was the 
end of our friendship. My 
mom was very worried 
about me and didn’t know 
what to do, so she sent me 
to therapy. 


I went there for a short time 
and my parents thought I 
was “sane” again. Time 
went by, but the water under 
the bridge was the same. I 
was still in love with that 
girl-woman as well as with 
some of my classmates. I 
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never got closer than to a 
friendship with them, but 
it was close enough for me. 
Throughout all my 
Secondary education I 
thought about women, but 
there were some men too. 
Curiously, I never fell for 
any ofthem (the male ones, 
of course). I just went out 
to a pub with my friends, 
meta cute guy and thought: 
-”Perhaps he is the one who 
will make me feel 
complete.” We would go 
out until I told him that we 
would be better off without 
each other. And that was 
the end. I had several 
boyfriends, but they 
weren’t what I was looking 
for. 


One day, I realised that I 
was “weird”, that I wasn’t 
like my best friend, that I 
was different. And it took 
me a lot of courage to get 
up, get dressed and go toa 


gay-lesbian-bisexual youth 
group. I took me more than 
courage. It took me 3 years 
from the realising I was 
different to the going to the 
group. I first showed up 
there when I was 19 and 4 
months. There were lots of 
nice people, we talked about 
almost everything, all the 
things I have never said were 
out of my mouth in no-time. 
Of course, I had to lie to my 
family to go to that place, 
but they believed all of my 
lies and I was able to go 
every Saturday. I met a 
couple of girls one of those 
Saturdays and together we 
went out. They took me to 
the places of the gay 
community and I had a very 
good time with them. 
Eventually, I got sort of 
involved with one of them 
and we ended up kissing in 
the bus-stop, waiting formy 
bus. I was speechless and 
flabbergasted. It felt so 
different from the other 
kisses I’ve been given...so 
soft and sweet... 


We dated for 3 months. 
When the relationship was 
slowly dying, my parents 
started suspecting that 
something else than just 
friendship was going on 
between us. They would 
listen to my phone 
conversations with her 
without my knowing so, and 
of course, they found out. 
When my mother asked me 
all about her I told her the 
truth. —She’s...erm...my 
girlfriend. She cried hereyes 
out that day. My father and 
sister learnt it from her, 
obviously. 


Coming out to my parents 
The day after Itold my mom, 
I felt very bad with myself 


and, since the relationship 
was not going so well, I 
dumped my g/f. If we had 
wanted to go on dating, it 
would have been 
impossible, and besides, I 
didn’t like her that much so 
as to say: -” You are worth 
me fighting for against my 
parents”. And so I left her. 


Asregards my family, when 
they found out, they 
wouldn’t believe it. My 
father thought it was just a 
phase (I wish it would be 
like that, dad) and my mom 
got worried about the future 
I was not going to have (like 
a family and getting 
married, all that stuff 
mothers dream for their 
daughters) and my sister 
about the discrimination I 
could have against me. 
They also thought that I was 
in drugs or something, just 
to justify my having been 
with a person of the same 
sex. I have never been into 
drugs. I don’t even drink, 
for good’s shake! I was just 
trying to find out who I was. 
Well, it seems to me that 
they didn’t like this new 
daughter, for they wanted 
to change me by sending 
me to a psychologist for the 
second time. I went, and 
left. Those people are not 
meant for me. I don’t need 
a person to tell me what he 
thinks. I know what I want 
and I knew what I wanted at 
that time, so I stopped 
going. Instead, I talked to 
my mom for the last time. I 
told her that I only needed 
her understanding and her 
loving, which was all I was 
asking from her. She 
couldn’ tunderstand me, but 
she didn’t force me to go to 
the shrink. And here I am. I 
can’t go to the youth group, 


and I can’t go to gay bars or 
anything. If a woman’s 
voice asks for me on the 
phone, they would ask her 
all sort of questions to make 
sure that she is not lesbian, 
so that she doesn’t 
“contaminate” me. But 
they’re forgetting 
something...there’s always 
the ‘NET. 


My friends 

My best friend was the one 
who gave my parents the 
last clue for they to find out 
my sexuality. She just told 
them that I was going out 
with a woman. She still 
thinks that I’m a bit “sick”, 
but that I'll be her friend, no 
matter what. But what 
matters is that she broke the 
bow of loyalty, because she 
was not supposed to tell 
them. She thinks we are as 
good friends as ever. 
Imagine that! No, honey, if 


you had just robbed a bank 
I wouldn’t send you to the 
police station! My other 
best friend (who is a male) 
was always very 
comprehensive and told me 
to count on him. I always 
do. My other friends, well, 
some know, some don’t. 
Some will know in their 
due time, others won’t. The 
ones who know are OK with 
it, or at least that’s what 
they say so I can’t complain. 
I have chosen my friends 
very carefully and these are 
the results. Nowadays I 
feel happy with myself. I’m 
aware of the fact that there 
are certain things that I 
won’t be able to do (like 
having a “normal” family, 
with a mother and a father 
for my kids). In spite of 
that, I’m sure PI be much 
happier being this way than 
living in the closet for the 
rest of my life. 
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Israelifirm 
awardedoil 
tenderin Iraq 


One of Israel’s largest oil 
marketing firms has won 
a multi-million dollar 
tender to supply fuel to 
US troops in Iraq. 


According to 
a IsraelNationalNews.com 
report, the tender awarded to 
Sonol gasoline company, 
along with its foreign partner 
Morgantown International, is 
valued at $70-80 million. 
The company is expected to 
supply the US forces with 25 
million litres of fuel each 
month. 


The tender was issued by the 
US-based KDR Company, a 
subsidiary of Halliburton, 
which has been entrusted with 
the majority of US military 
contracts in Iraq. Among 
Sonol’s competitors was 
Delek, another Israeli 
company, the report added. 


Until now, the US forces have 
received most of their fuel 
from Kuwait. However, 
following Halliburton’s 
admission that it overcharged 
the US military by passing on 
the Kuwaitis’ inflated price, 
the US Army decided to 
approach other suppliers. 
Sonol is one of Israel’s three 
largest oil product-marketing 
firms with a network of about 
205 branded service stations. 
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Fuel, imported to Israel, will 
pass through the fuel terminal 
operated by the TASHAN 
(Oil and Energy 


Infrastructure Company) 
north of Beer Sheva and will 
then be transported to Iraq 


by land through Jordan, 
according to the report. 


Not much oil 


According to the Energy 
Information Administration 


(EIA), a statistical agency of 
the US Department ofEnergy, 
Israel produces almost no oil 
and imports nearly all its oil 
needs (around 237,000 barrels 
a day in 2002). Traditionally, 
major oil import sources have 
included Egypt, the North Sea, 
West Africa and Mexico. 


In recent years, however, 
Israel has stepped up its 
imports from Russia and the 
Caspian region and now 
reportedly gets most of its oil 
from former Soviet states. 
Information provided by the 
EIA states that in April 2003, 
there was some discussion of 
“reopening” the old oil 
pipeline from Mosul in 
Northern Iraq to the Israeli 
port of Haifa on its northern 
Mediterranean coast. 
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Letter from the 
Publisher 
Lambda Book 
Report 


By Jim Marks 


One thing about living in the 
Internet Age: When you hit a 
raw nerve, you learn about it 
quickly. 


Late Monday, February 2, we 
posted the 16th annual 
Lambda Literary Award 
Finalists on our web site and 
sent out a press release 
announcing the finalists. 
Tuesday, February 3, when I 
opened my e-mail, I found my 
inbox stuffed with messages 
about one finalist. It was The 
Man Who Would Be Queen 
by Michael J. Bailey, chair of 
the department of psychology 
at Northwestern University, 
and published by Joseph Henry 
Press, an imprint of the 
National Academy of 
Sciences. The correspondents 
were alternately anguished and 
outraged by the book’s 
selection as a finalist. 


Caitlyn Antrim, for instance, 
wrote: “I believe this must have 
been a mishap because the 
content of [The Man Who 
Would Be Queen] represents 
the worst of stereotyping, 
outdated scientific opinion and 
misrepresentation. Even its 
appearance on your list of 
nominees contributes to harm 
of modern studies of 
transsexualism and femininity 
in boys. 


“This is a book of anecdotes, 
not science. Its stories were 
obtained by stealth and 
misrepresentation. It engages 
in the worst of stereotyping of 
both transgender and gay and 
lesbian people. Prof. Bailey 
has admitted to falsifying, to 


the point of reversal of the 
truth, a key story of a young 
boy who he claimed to have 
been turned away from his 
transgender feelings by 
parental guidance. He has 
now admitted that he created 
that ending because it 
illustrated the point he wanted 
to make and that 
it Never 
Happened.” 


Lynn Conway 
wrote, “I 
suspect that this 
must have been 
either an 
incredible 
oversight, or 
else by intrigue 
on the inside by 


transphobic 
members of 
Lambda. 


“Whatever the case, I hereby 
alert you to the fact that 
Bailey’s book has 
generated perhaps 


clique of right-wing racist, 
white-superiorist and 


homophobic academics, 
journalists and ‘pundits’ - 
making a link with work like 
his with the escalating wave 
of violence against trans 
women.” 


Perhaps most 
succinctly, 
Professor 
Deirdre 
McCloskey, 
whose book 
Crossing: A 
Memoir was a 
1999 Finalist in 
this category, 
wrote 
“Whoever made 
this decision 
needs to do a 
better job. A 
much better job. It would be 
like nominating Mein Kampf 
for a literary prize in Jewish 
studies.” 


Many of these letters came 
with extensive 
documentation. McCloskey, a 
well-known economics 
professor at the University of 
Illinois in Chicago, sent in a 
lengthy critical review of The 
Man . and two letters to the 
editor of another publication 
concerning the inaccuracies of 
another review of the book. 


On the other hand, as we go to 
press we are receiving 
comments such as this from 
Bradley University associate 
professor of psychology David 
P. Schmitt, Ph.D.: “I would 
like to express my opinion, as 
asex researcher and scientist, 
that Mike Bailey’s book is 
based on sound scholarly 
evidence and reasoning, and 
certainly deserves recognition 
as a solid contribution to 
sexual science.” 


the greatest crisis 
transsexual women 
have ever faced, for 
the book proclaims as 
‘science’ that 
transsexual women 
are either (i) gay men 
whohavesex changes 
so as to have many 
sex partners, and who 
are ‘especially suited 
to prostitution,’ or 
they are (ii) sexual 
paraphilics who 
change sex for 
autosexual reasons, 
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inasevere paraphilia 
related to 
pedophilia...” 


3. Played the gay uncle in 
‘Mrs.Doubtfire’, and 15. 
Conway added, “. the al in Torch Song 
ae: ilo 
prestigious Southern 7. Famous Queen 16. 
Poverty Law Center member 
A A 9. From the film ‘And the 
has just published an Band Played On’. Also 
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Queer Science’ in like a man” 
which they link him 12. She used to have a 


directly with an elite 


. He played the partofa 13. 


Drag club owner in the 


Birdcage 14. 


T.V. Talk Show Named 
Rosie 


Patrick Stewart starred | 
in this early 90's gay hit 
Star of the hit Movie 'In 
& Out’ 

This Superman played 
a gay part in ‘The 
Broken Hearts Club’ 
From the film 
‘Philidelphia’ 


Times.10 Magazine 27 


This outpouring of concern 
raised the question, Should 
the book be taken off the list 
of finalists? As I examined 
that question, I came up with 
four different considerations: 


1. The integrity of the process. 
The selection of The Man. 
was made not by Lambda 
Literary Foundation staff but 
by a finalists committee made 
up of a baker’s dozen of the 
most knowledgeable GLBT 
book industry professionals. 
It would fly in the face of that 
process to summarily replace 
their decision with the 
judgment of a single 
administrator. 


2. Censorship. The Lambda 
Literary Foundation believes 
inthe free expression of ideas. 
It is not uncommon for us to 
publish reviews in Book 
Report that the editors might 
disagree with, but we respect 
the author’s viewpoint and the 
honesty of their discussion. 
Similarly, it seems 
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inappropriate for us to remove 
a book from consideration for 
a Lambda Literary Award 
because it doesn’t meet some 
arbitrary standard of political 
correctness. 


3. Mission. Here’s where it gets 
complicated. Our mission is 
furthering GLBT literacy and 
understanding. A book that was 
frankly opposed to the rights 
of GLBT people would be in 
conflict with our mission, and 
we would be under no 
obligation to highlight with a 
Lambda Literary Awards 
finalist selection a book that is 
contrary to our reason for 
existence. 


4. Ethics. As many of our 
correspondents noted, charges 
have been filed against 
Professor Bailey with his 
institution, Northwestern 
University. One person who 
has a leading role in Bailey’s 
book, Anjelica Kieltyka, called 
our office and spoke with us 
about how the book used her 
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as a subject without her 
consent. It is at the least 
troubling to think that an 
ethically challenged work 
could be a Lammy finalist. 


Whatever the ethical concerns, 
the LLF is not the appropriate 
forum for making a judgment: 
This must be done by a body 
of Professor Bailey’s peers. 
Similarly, censorship is not a 
key consideration: We’re not 
preventing a book from 
appearing in the marketplace 
of ideas if we choose not to 
highlight it. Therefore, out of 
the concerns about the process 
and the LLF’s mission, we 
will further extend the process. 


In choosing the finalists to 
begin with, the procedures we 
have set up call for the finalist 
committee members to vote 
for their preferred titles in each 
category independently of 
each other. In any one 
category, there may be many 
books nominated, and our 
procedures are designed to 


highlight consensus, not have 
the equivalent of a runoff 
vote from the top contenders. 


As far as I know, this is the 
first time a Lammy finalist 
book has been challenged as 
completely inconsistent with 
our mission. Therefore, in 
this new situation we will 
follow the suggestion of one 
finalists committee member 
and submit the question to 
the whole committee for 
reevaluation. They will 
consider all the issues and 
evidence presented, andthen 
vote to keep or remove the 
book from the list. We’ll 
announce the results in the 
March issue of Lambda Book 
Report, and online as soon 
as they arrive at their 
decision. 


Credit: http:// 
www.lambdalit.org/Lammy/ 
OpenLetter.html 


same-gender marriages, the 
backlash in this country has been 
swift. Michigan’s own proposed 
constitutional amendment states: 
“secure and preserve the benefits 
of marriage for our society and for 
future generations of children, only 
marriage between one man and one 
woman shall be recognized as valid 
in this state.” The amendment 
would be the first in Michigan to 
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torch? Ever since Canada 
legalized marriage to include 
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actively discriminate against 
someone’s rights. 


This proposed amendment goes 
beyond refusing same-gender 
marriages. It puts lesbian and 
gay individuals at risk of losing 
all domestic partner benefits, 
the right to co-adopt children 
and a host of other rights 
afforded to heterosexual 
individuals. 


What you should know will 
bring together speakers from 
organizations such as the 
ACLU, the Coalition for 
Adoption Rights Equality 
(CARE), Triangle Foundation, 
and others to look at marriage 
ordinances and possible 
amendments at the state and 
national level, and offer talking 
points and action steps for 
ensuring the rights of all people 
are not further eroded. 
Affirmations Lesbian and Gay 
Community Center, based in the 
Detroit suburb of Ferndale, have 
been in operation since 1989 
and provides a variety of 
programs, services and social 
opportunities for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
individuals residing in 
Southeastern Michigan. 
Affirmations’ mission is to 
provide a welcoming place to 
everyday people, where they can 
have fun, learn, socialize, grow, 
be supported and find 
acceptance. 
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